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 WASHINGTON “ Congressman John W. Olver (D - 1st District) and                Senator Edward M. Kennedy announced today that the final version                of the FY 2000 Defense Appropriations bill includes $2 million in                federal funding for the Large Millimeter Telescope (LMT) Project                at the University of Massachusetts - Amherst. President Clinton                is expected to sign the bill into law later this week.              

The LMT project is a cooperative scientific effort between the                University of Massachusetts and three Mexican academic institutions.                The project is uniquely funded through a combination of sources                coming from the U.S. government, the State of Massachusetts, UMASS,                and the government of Mexico and Mexican universities.              

"This is great news for UMASS," said Olver. "This is another step                in the process, and it shows that Washington believes that the LMT                project will provide many scientific and economic benefits.”              

Senator Edward Kennedy stated, œI°m delighted by this strong vote                of confidence from Congress on this telescope. Continuing support                for this important project is a tribute to the outstanding scientists                at UMASS and their cutting-edge research.”              

When fully constructed the telescope will be the largest millimeter                wavelength telescope in the world, and will be able to survey space                and detect explosive events in the galaxy.  The telescope will                be multipurpose and will allow scientists to study transmission                of directed millimeter wave energy beams over great distances and                will provide research data relevant to the deployment of high energy                weapons. Furthermore, the LMT has great potential as a radar system                to track small targets, including missiles, satellites, space debris                and asteroids. 
                 
               "This is also a great academic benefit to UMASS.  The LMT project                will be a training ground for future scientists and engineers and                will assure UMASS' position as a preeminent institution for radio                technology research and application," Olver said.             
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